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FEDERA!. ELECTION

KANSAS CITY UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND BIOSCIEN
1750 INDEFENDENCE AVENUE 200 UG |2 py 1.
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64106 I: 05

August 5, 2010 OFF, 'cgogf‘ss__leERAL
FEDERAL EXPRESS
Federal Election Commission
Attn Margaret Ritzert
999 E Street, NW MUR# w—
Washington, DC 20463
Dear Ms Ritzert

As requested by the Federal Elechon Commission, the Kansas City Umiversity of

Medicine and Biosciences (“Umversity™) 18 resubmitting its complaint against Karen L Pletz
Please find enclosed the Umiversity’s complant, dated August 5, 2010 (the “Revised
Complaint”), as well as three copies of the Revised Complaint

The Umvesnity’s omgam! complssnt against Més Fistz was dated January 22, 2010 (the
“Onginal Complaint”) The coatent of the Rowmsed Complaunt 13 1dentical to the Onginal

Complaint, except that the jurat of the notary public has been revised

If you have any questions or nced any addstional information, please do not hesitate to
contact me

Thank you,

N2

Howard D Weaver, DO
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KANSAS CITY UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND BIOSCIENCEQMM'SSIUN
1750 INDEFPENDENCE AVINTUE

KANSAS CITY, MIESOURS 64106 BIOAUS 12 py )5
August 5, 2010 OFF ’cgogf‘gsffERAL
FEDERAL EXPRESS
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Elechion Commussion
Wathiagion, DC 20463 MURA e

Re: Knazmn L. Pletz
To Whom It May Concem

In connection with the sua sponte submussion, dated December 31, 2009, filed on behalf
of the Kansas City Umversity of Medicine and Biosciences (the “Umiversity™) by Polsinell
Shughart PC, the Umversity hereby notifies the Federal Elecion Commussion (“FEC") of
potential vrolstions of the Federal Blechion Carzpage Act (“FECA™) commfifed by Karen L
Plez

Thn Urivermty, windh 18 loguted at 1750 Indepsadence Avenue, Kmnsas City, Mesoun
64106 and which was formally known as The Umversity of Health Sciences, 13 a Missoun
nonprofit corporation that was mcorporated on September 22, 1916 and 1s also a tax-exempt
orgamization Ms Pletz was hured as the Umiversity’s President and Chief Executive Officer on
November 1, 1995 and served m such position until her employment was termmnated on
December 18, 2009

In September and October 2009, = senes of msues wore wniiidesiiinlly brought e the
atitidzon of the Univammty’s Boatd of Trastees  In Qeivbex 2000, the Board of Toantors formed &
Spemai Commuttee of the Board of Trustees (“Special Commuttee™) to evaluate and investigate
that senes of 1ssucs These 1ssues, which were not related to possible violations of FECA or
other electian laws, mmplicsiad scveral employees of the Unmesuty, mncluding Mz Plat

The Special Commuttee retamed special counsel to represent the University and work
with the Special Commuttee In this regard, Polsnelh Shughart PC was engaged by the
Unrversity to assist 'with the internzl mvestigation While conductmng the :cfermal investiganon,
ths Spacial Comenttes and Polnvelh Bhughmt disopwerad infommahon that may evidemce a
potential violation of FECA by Ms Pletz That mnformation 1s attached to this letter and 18
summanized belew
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On September 26, 1999, Ms Pletz provided an internal memorandum to
Dr Jack Weaver, the farmer Clmmmmnan of the Board ef Tminteas (the “1999
Memo™) A copy of the 1999 Ma=o 15 atiachad hereto 28 Exiglut 4 In the 1999
Memo, wiuch was authored by Ma Pletz (who :s aa stiemey), the 1ssue of the
Umversity becoming mnvolved 1 political activity was raised The 1999 Memo
advised Dr Jack Weaver (who was a physicran and was 85 years old at the time
of the 1999 Memo axxd who 13 now decessed) regndmg Ms Pletz’s mterest
political mnfluence that weuld benefit the Unsversity

in parezular, on page 2 of the 1885 Memo, hs Pletz acknowledged that

the Umversity, as a 501(c)3) non-profit corporation, 18 prohibited from malang

pohtical contmivisens, bt thst Ms Pleiz emild pemanally mske polsunal

contnbutions As a result, Ms Pletz proposad that the University provids her

with additsanal compensation, wh:ch sha proposed to be 1n the form of a housing

allowance, so that she could use such additional compensation to make political

contnbutions that the Umivermity could not make The amount of such additional

that Ms Pltsz proposed was an mmmrediate lump sum payment of

$42,000 f=m the Umvers®y w Ms Fidiz, as well a3 ih mcrumy= of $42,0890 to Ms
Ples'y salary stirtmg on pioventber 1, 1999 :

On September 27, 1999, which was the day after the date of the 1999
Memo, the Compensahon and Benefits Commuttee of the Umversity’s Board of
Trustees (“Compensation Committee™) held a meeting for the purpose of
reviewing the annual salary and performance of Ms Pletz At that meeting, the

Commuttee agreed, among other things, to recommend to the
Board ¥ Trusttes a retroacave afjistment to Ms Metz’s salary 1n the amount of
$42,000, 1 Ms Pletz's smnuily salary from $365,000 to $317,000,
and the coshinusiien of & $15,000 stpexel for his Pletz’s rrmmbership m the
Unmdwiv'l'ﬁiaquﬁ'hmq A cepy of the spprwad munuter of the
Septomber 27, 1999 meeting of the Campensation Commutine 18 atiached hemite
es fixiulit B There 13 no evidente that the 1999 Memo was provided to the
Compensstion Commttes and the minutes from the Compensstion Committee
meeting dp not contain any to the 1999 Memo

(an Dctober 8, 1999, e Excoutive Comminis of ®ie Umversity’s Bournd
of Trustess (“Executive Comnuited”) hnid a nsscting, msmvediagly filowad by
the mgvier umirly memierm of Nite Boemi of Trnmpms Atingiwd howity o3
Exbilnis C std D resgectwely are (1) & draft of caemtes of the October 8, 1999
meetmg of the Executive Commuttee (which are mn draft format as the University
15 unsble to lacate s final sigamd cbpy of the mizuies) and (u) a final apgsvad
copy of the mmutes of the Oetoher 8 1999 quasterly meeting of the Boasd of
Trugtees The Executive Commuttes menting munutes evidence that the Executive
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Commuttee agreed with the recommendation of the Compensation Commuttee
regamikmg the inmp swn puyssent and romesss m ansmal s’y for b Rlaiz In
addiom, tie msmmtes of the mestzng of Vhe Bossd of Trustems smdense Wn
appsrosl of the secammezdatians of the Compermateon Comnmuitiae  Thare 18 no
evidence that the 1999 Memo was pravided i mither the Executive Comenaites or
the Board of Trustees sad the minutes of the Executive Comuiitee and Boand of
Trustees meetings do not contain any reference to the 1999 Memo

Un Ofber 8, 1999, Dr Jexk Wezver signed a “perseanel action form” to
authonze the Umiversity’s payment of $42,000 to Ms Pletz A copy of that
personnel dition Fera 13 attached herew as Exlubit E  Mrom e Universty’s
payrall mecords, « hiw bexm dettrmmned #mt en Octoblw 15, 1999, $42,000 was
wine tsansfersed from tha HWmuemtty to Mis Platz A copy of the instrmsisen from
Ms Pletz to the Umivarsty regpndiygy hew the funds sheuld be tansferrast tn her
bank acoount and Mis Pletz’s epgnungs statemaent that reflects the paymsnt of the
$42,000 to Ms Pletz are both attached hereto as Exbubits F spd G regpentively

Other than Br Jack Weaver, there 18 no evidence that the 1999 Memo was
provided to asty member of the Umveraity’s Bourd of ‘{rustecs It should also e
noted that only one current member of the Board of Trustees was a member of the
Board 1n 1999 Thst Trustes, Dr Dirwsn Binckland, stultt! thmt he wus mever
awsze of PA99 Mo umnd s ven bimught to os attent m eonmesteon with the
mterwnl wwestumbon /i wishimn, pieor te dee itenml messtigaioe, it af the
othnr ewwresii womibers af the Beand of Trustees had seen ar were mmm of the
1999 Memo

Report of the President

In Nossmber 2009, Ms Pletz delivered a “Report of the President” to the
Board of Trustees The Report of the President 18 attached hereto as Exiubit H On
page 6 uf such swport, Ms Pletz stated that she devotes her leadership stipend to
“strategic support of legislative leadership m higher education/medical
education/healiia pubeay "

As part of her compensaiion from the WVaiversity Ms Pletz recarved a
leadership stipend At the tme her employment was terminsted, Ms Pletz’s
leadersiup stipend emounted to $195,000 per year From the Umversity’s records,
1t uppears that a leadership stipend was pmid by the Umiversity to Ms Pletz starting
in 2002 and contmued to the date Ms Pletz’s employment was termunated
(December 18, 2009) The Companshtion Conumirtiee’s meshing minutes indicate
thet the comsepl of a leadersilisp stypmnd was appronatl vn s=voml essumens,
hovamee, spacific ssswwnin of e leadenshup stipand mere not ammwed by dhe

Comnmitvs Tham ass numwiss of Execttwe Committee meehings
that mdwste tha Exacuhve Commmites spproved the spacific smounts of the
leadenship stipends Hawever, the internal investiggtion has uncovered that many
of the Exacutive Committee meetings never occanred and that the mignatures on
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those minutes were either copied from signatures on other documents or were
signed w1tost knywisdge nf wimt g vontasstd m the mumton

Prior to receiving the Report of the President, and except as discussed
mmmediately balow, the current members of the Univermity’s Boaxd of Trusiess
were aither not awane of the existence of the leadership stipend ar were not aware
that the leadership stipend was used to make political contabutions

Tezt Mesmuge

On October 28, 2009, Ms Pletz sent a text message to the current
Charman of the Board of Trustees, Dr Howard D Weaver A copy of the text
message 18 attashed honsis as Exhibit I In the fext mnssage, s Plate reameased
that her shygond be pesocssed and peid €0 thet sie could make palstreal
contntatiozs Thes bext nessssgs wa the first ttme that Dr Hewssd D Weaver was
awaee that Ms Pletz's stpend may heaun been used to make palitical contnbutions

The Special Commuttee has confinwed that, between 1999 and 2009, Ms Pletz matle
contnbunics to both federal and st candniates i@ connmors  Through the FEC wébsite, e
Special Commnttee and Polsinelli Shughart have examined the contnbutions made by Ms Pletz
to candidates sor follu=al offiee aad fedenll ecrnmttons, =i have dissevered that 0s Pletz made
ulmﬁﬁ-(lﬂmmmhmmﬁuﬁm:ﬁmmbmlm
and 28090 A hust of Shnse mentrimisons 15 attachud hexete as Balaint J

The Special Commuttee’s discovery of these potantial violations occurred very recently,
and upon such discovery, the Special Commttee reported the possible violations to the Board of
Trustees ' As stated n the Umiversity’s sua sponte submission, dated December 31, 2009, whach
was filed by Polsinelh Shughart PC on behalf of the Umversity, the Board of Trustees will not
tolerate any poteitial wrongdoing and wiil not be complicit in any wrongdomng Therefore, upon
heaning @i Specaal Commuttée’s mtentm report at a meefing on December 18, 2009, the Board of
Trusttes namediately voted to self-report amry amd all posmble vrolutrena ef FECA ® te FEC
and W corspletdly mxd fidly coopunis with any asion b or sequisst fiom the FEC

In epznection with the Ussvernity’s sua gponte subssanion, o sososdancs with and as
required by 2 US C § 437g, and for all the reasons set farks heremn, the Umivernity heseby files
fius eomplaint agamst Karen L Pletz for potential violations of FECA The Umversity and the
Board of Trustees further pledge therr full and complete support to and cooperstion with the FEC
1n any review or imvestigation that the FEC conducts The Umversity and the Board of Trustoes
will provide the FEC with any documents or matenals it the FEC would like to review, and (e
Gmndhmmnyo&rmmsumdhumdmdwmm
themnselves rmitbie to fhw FBC & any teme that r sunressent to the FEC

'mm-ammlmnnﬁmmmﬂh'm-wnu
muﬂhhhﬂamt—uﬁ“hhahpﬂﬂvhm
coninbutions bave boen made
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If you have any questions or need any mformation, please do not hesitate to contact me
Y»
D Weaver, DO

Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Kansas City Unmiversity of Medicine and Bioscience

Attachments
STATE OF MISSOURI )

. )ss
COUNTY OF JACKEON )

On this 5* day of August, 2010, before me personally appeared Howard D Weaver,
D O, duly swom to be the person descnbed herein, who executed the foregoing mstrument,
acknowledged that he executed the same as s free act and deed, and swore that the content of
this complaint 1s true and correct to tiie best of lus knowledge

In Testissany Whireof, I hinee hercumio sst my hasd and affixed sy viliced seal the day

NOTARY PUBLIC

My Commission Expires
£-30-0(3 % .

=

[SEAL]



